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NEW PUBLICATIONS.

PACIFIC ISLAKRDS,
o nuﬂ:‘ua aoxrlnmm:y g'uunx nﬂnﬁi
vo., . xvL, 408, Caesell & Co.

Mr. Thomas is an adventurous American who
@xed his home some years ago in Australin and |
became conneeted with the colonial press. In !
the service of one or another newspaper he mado |
many interesting voyages mnong the Vacifie |

felands, visiting the French penal establishment |
fn New-Caledonin, accompanying a Freoch ex- Tug BE

pedition against the Insurgent savages of thtw
colony in 1878, investiguting the “labor ques
tion” in the New-Hebrides and the Hvalry of
¥rance and England for the possession of that

group, and picking up & great deal of interesting | G

fnformation about the charncter and conditivn
of the natives and the measure in which they
have been froproved by contuct with commerce
and clvilization, 1lis book consists prineipally

of 8 compllation of his newspiaper letters, and has | I

‘L“ ET hUl'ULI I';\\._

therefore the advantage of recording fresh i
pressio and the disadvantage of leaving some-
what \r“:;'.'.'ut' to the distant reader many state-
ments and  descriptions which muslt have been
perfectly clear to Australions, He writes in an
easy, familiar. sclf-confident gtyle, with a good
deal of personal detail, and the alr of an intel
Yigent and enterprisinz fellow who mizht he
pleasant company on & tramp or & voyage. His
account of oconvict life in New-t ‘wlelonia  is
meagre, and the particulurs must be gathered
e by ope from the fourteen or fifteen chaplers
among which they are seattered. We infor from
his statements that the physicsl econdition of
the oonvicls is not unduly hawl, but he writes
pevercly of the French administrative met hods,
the scandalous treatment of the natives, and the
misconduct of French officers toward women.
The privileged conviets are allowed wives se
leoted from the prisons of Paris. Mr. Thomas
was on board & transport which had Brought
out sisty healthy young women, most of them
murdercsses, to be disposed of in this manmer.

What sort of progeny is likely to result from |

such galley marringes it is ensy Lo imugine. The
slate of things in the pénilenciers  agricoles,
where the socalled good-conduct men are allowed
considerable liberty, is as bad as that of the
Cities of the Plain. There are Cathclic mis
glonaries on the islands, but they labor under
great dissdvantages owing to the marked dis
dain with which they are treated by the of-
ficials. "

In the New-lcbrides croun the author's ex-
plorations had o particular epice of interest be-
esause there the lives of white men are highly
{nsccure and cannibalism is still opraectised with
more or less scerecy only a little distance from
the coast. Mr. Thomas waos concerned espe-
clally with the manner of “recruiting” laborers
for Australia, under three years' contract, n
business which has been roundly denounced
85 & mere modifieation of the sluve trade. Our
author obtained passage on a “labor vessel” from
the New-Hebrides to Queensland, and describes
the method of collecting the “recruits”and their
treatment on the voyage, They ship willinzly,
andl on the whole are mot ill-treated, although
the men and women we allowed to mingle as
they please and the Government regulations
are habitually disregarded. The Protestant mis-
sivnaries of the New-Hebriles regard the labor
traders with an abhorrence which it is not diffi-
cult to account for. Mr. Thomns is wholly o
the side of the traders, and he speaks of Lhe

misclonaries wikh a prejudice whieh evidently |

fmpairs Lis judgment.  One of the best known
aud wost hotly eriticised of the local labor
traders is am American nomed 'roctor, a Con-
federate ecaptuin who lost a ez at Chancellors
ville, and in spite of his disability is an active
snd excellent sailor, Mr, Thomas gives him n
hizh character. Certainly if the Freoch should
sucoeed in their seheme of occupying the New-
Jebrides and making them a place of deportation
for irreclaimable criminals, the missicnaries would
see reason enoush to regret the mitigated evils
of the present day.
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eommendable open-ar spurts aud athletic s, THE
TRIBUNE has prepared a uew Louk vn Open-Alr Eports
which @ more Woereugh thau any ever befure printed Lo
Amenioa,

It s besn written by THE TRIBUNE'S own men with
he wid of sckoowledged exports, @4 1s inlended 1o ben stand.
&rd book of reference.

Chapters are provided on Archery, Baseball, with the ree

. ard ol wonderiol playiog and of the League sud Association
matobes, sl with wstractions bow Lo curve & balk  Court
Tennla, Lawn Teanis, Football, Cricket, Lacrosso, Ruckel
Hersewsuship, Cross Country dunt g wita »  Ust of the
memberslip of the principal fox-hunting clubs  Yachu g,
with u iiscassion of all the small Fachits and & comparison o
Sleopand Catter, with instractions How to Desig, Bualld,
and Ball & Boalk Rowiug, Cavoelng Fusbing, with & siale
ment ol the varions Ameficay gatue tsh and tie fles usad Lo
eapture theny: Trapping, Swimniug, Hunting with Bhot-gon
and RRifla, with a daseription of ths diferent varisties of Amer
fcan wild gameo: Cwnping Out, Winter Sports, Byoycling,
Amatour Phiotography, and & few minor sporta  Amoug the

who b ve buted are William Blaikis, suthur o!
“How i) Get Btrong': Muurico Tuompson, the Archery sx-
perty  Captain Jucob A. Augur, Cavalry lustructor st Weat
Foint; Duvid Kirhy and Thoinas Clapham, Yschit Hollders:
fen. George W. Wingals, tbe riteman, Professor George
Goldie, lirector of Athletics 6f the New-York Athletio Cial .
and & large number of private gentiemon in the South and
1h: oughout the country, who have contributed facts conodern-
fug the wild gnme and buniiag sports of Lheir several locall
tiea.
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The Book can be delivers ! to one address, (he paper sent 1o
snother, if desired Addrosa THE TRIBUNE,
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